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Congresswnl vote on Nowruz

IranTimes: For the first time, a resolution rec-
ognizing Nowruz hasbeenintroducedinthe U.S.
House of Representatives. The resolution was
presented March 19, too late for action before
Nowruz. It wasdrafted by Rep. Michael Honda,
Democrat of California, and had 25 of the 435
House members as co-sponsors when

it was introduced. Following is the full text of
the resolution.
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Whereas Nowruz marks the traditional Iranian
New Year, which originated in ancient Persia,
and dates back more than 3,000 years; Whereas
Nowruz, meaning a ‘New Day’, occurs on the
vernal equinox and celebrates the arrival of
spring; Whereas Nowruz symbolizes a time of
renewal and community, it harkens the depar-
turefrom thetrialsand tribulations of the previ-
ous year and brings hope for the New Year;
Whereas Nowruz is celebrated by nearly
300,000,000 Iranians and other peoplesall over
the world, including in the United States, Iran,
and other countriesin Central Asia, South Asia,
Caucasus, Crimea, and Balkan Regions;
Whereas Nowruz is celebrated by more than
1,000,000 Iranian-Americans of all back-

grounds including thosewith Baha'i, Chrigtian,
Jewish, Muslim, Zoroastrian, and non-religious
backgrounds; Whereas the people of Iran have
along history of celebrating Nowruz and are
congratulated for their bringing in of the New
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Tehran i1s 7,000 yearsold

IranTimes: Archeologists working just south
of Tehran have excavated prehistoric clay tab-

lets at a 7,000- year-old site. The tablets—
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which werefound at the Shoghali Tappeh site
near the city of Varamin— date back to the
early Elamite period.
According to a report
by PressTV, the new
findings reveal infor-
mation about the
economy and manage-
ment system of the era.
“Iranian experts will
study the tabletsin col-
laboration with Jacob
Dahl of Oxford Univer-
sity,” Morteza Hesari,
the head of the archaeo-
logical team, said. Ar-
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chaeological findsarerareinthe Tehran area.

President Obama's
1388 Nowr uz message

IranTimes: Today | want to extend my very best
wishesto al who are celebrating Nowruz around
the world. This holiday is both an ancient ritual
and a moment of renewal, and | hope that you
enjoy this special time of year with friends and
family. In particular, | would like to spesk di-
rectly to the people and leaders of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. Nowruzisjust one part of your
great and celebrated culture. Over many centu-
riesyour art, your music, literature and innova-
tion have madetheworld abetter and more beau-
tiful place. Here in the United States our own
communities have been enhanced by the contri-
butions of Iranian Americans. Weknow that you
are a great civilization, and your accomplish-
ments have earned the respect of the United
States and the world. For nearly three decades
relations between our nations have been strained.
But at this holiday we are reminded of the com-
mon humanity that bindsustogether. Indeed, you
will be celebrating your New Year in much the
sameway that weAmericans mark our holidays
— by gathering with friends and family, ex-
changing gifts and stories, and looking to the
future with a renewed sense of hope. Within
these celebrationsliesthe promise of anew day,
the promise of opportunity for our children, se-
curity for our families, progress for our com-
munities, and peace between nations. Those are
shared hopes, those are common dreams. So in
this season of new beginnings | would like to
speak clearly to Iran’sleaders. We have serious
differences that have grown over time. My ad-
ministration isnow committed to diplomacy that
addresses the full range of issues before us, and
to pursuing constructive ties among the United
States, Iran and the international community.
This process will not be advanced by threats.
We seek instead engagement that is honest and
grounded in mutual respect. You, too, have a
choice. The United States wants the Islamic
Republic of Iran to takeits rightful placein the
community of nations. You have that right —
but it comes with real responsibilities, and that
place cannot be reached through terror or arms,
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but rather through peaceful actionsthat demon-
strate the true greatness of the Iranian people
and civilization. And the measure of that great-
nessisnot the capacity to destroy, itisyour dem-
onstrated ability to build and create. So on the
occasion of your New Year, | want you, the
people and leaders of Iran, to understand the fu-
ture that we seek. It'safuture with renewed ex-
changes among our people, and greater oppor-
tunitiesfor partnership and commerce. It'safu-
turewheretheold divisionsare overcome, where
you and all of your neighbors and the wider
world can live in greater security and greater
peace. | know that this won’t be reached easily.
Therearethosewhoinsist that we be defined by
our differences. But |et us remember the words
that were written by the poet Saadi, so many
years ago: “The children of Adam are limbs to
each other, having been created of one essence.”
With the coming of a new season, we're re-
minded of this precious humanity that we all
share. Andwe can once again call upon thisspirit
as we seek the promise of a new beginning.
Thank you, and Eid-e Shoma Mobarak.




