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2010 visa Iottery beglns

IranTimes.This year's annual U.S. diversity
visalottery started October 2 and will runtwo
months until December 1. The lottery, run by
the U.S. State Department, will award 50,000
visasto applicantsdrawn at random by acom-
puter. The winners' spouses and children 18
and younger will also get immigrant visas.
Millions of people apply every year for the
50,000 visas, which areimmigration visas, not
tourist visas, and alow thewinnersto become
U.S. citizens after five years. Interested ap-
plicants may apply only over the Internet at
www.dvlottery.state.gov during the two-
month window. Paper entries have not been
accepted since 2003. Full directions are on
the website. Although the lottery is held dur-
ing 2008, it is called the 2010 Visa Lottery
because the actual visas will be handed out
between October 1, 2009 and September 30,
2010, which isthe U.S. government’s Fiscal
Year 2010. The hardest part of the applica-
tion for many people is the requirement for
color photos of each applicant to be attached.
Many applicants have to find someone more
computer savvy to help them meet thelengthy
requirements on the style and format of the
photos. Winners of the lottery will be noti-
fied by regular mail by the State Department.
Anyonereceiving an e-mail telling them they
have won and asking for a payment is being
tapped by afraud. The winners will receive

notice next May, June or July. Those not cho-
sen receive no notice. However, for the first
time, applicantswill now be ableto check the
status of their applications on line and deter-
mineif their applications have been selected
or not. There may be some added competi-
tion for immigration visasthisyear asRussia
has joined the list of eligible countries. The
purpose of the lottery isto diversify the eth-

nic base of the United States. It is, therefore,
opento nationa sof all countries except those
19 that have sent more than 50,000 immi-
grantsto the United Statesin the previousfive
years. That had disqualified Russians in re-
cent years, but Russiais back on the eligible
list this year. Kosovo, as a new country, has
also been added to the eligible list this year.
No other countrieswere added or deleted from
thedligiblelist. Many people submit multiple
applications thinking that will improve their
chances of winning an immigration visa. But
the State Department computer searches out
duplicate entries. It not only rejectsthe dupli-
cates, it also throws out the original entry in
such cases. However, ahusband and wife may
each submit separate applications, and, if ei-
ther wins, the winner may bring aong the
other spouse. Millions of people apply each
year for the lottery, but the winning percent-
age is actually significantly higher than in
most financia lotteries. For example, for the
2004 lottery, 10.2 million applications were
submitted. More than a quarter, 2.9 million,
were rejected for errors or as duplicates. Of
the remaining 7.3 million, 50,000 or 0.7 per-
cent were winners.

Israelis accept 12-yearold
Iranian cancer patient

IranTimes:A 12-year-old Iranian cancer pa-
tient arrived at an Isragli hospital last month
for emergency treatment of an aggressive
brain tumor after treatmentsin Iran failed. Is-
rael granted the child, who wasidentified only
as Roy—a special permit to enter the country
and hearrived at Ben Gurion Airport October
10 according to the Associated Press. From
there hewastaken to the ShebaMedical Cen-

ter near Tel Aviv, after treatmentsin both Iran
and Turkey failed to provide relief. The ex-
traordinary arrangement, in which the parents
were also granted specia entry permits into
Israel, was mediated by an Isragli business-
man of Iranian descent. Sheba hospital CEO

Zeev Rotstein said it wasn't thefirst time Is-
raeli doctors had treated children from politi-
cally adversarial countries. “\We hopethat with
the love and affection we give these kids, we
are paving the way for at least some under-
standing between people,” hesaid. “We can't
changethe politics. Weare not politicians. We
do this because we feel it is our job.” Amos
Toren, head of Sheba's Pediatric Hemato-
Oncology Department, said his initial diag-
nosis was that the boy’s year-old tumor was
the most aggressive kind that exists among
brain tumors. “He is conscious and he can
smile, but it is hard,” he said. “We will give
him the most modern treatment possible and
maybe we will be ableto help him.” Rotstein
told the Associated Press that the child had
been operated on before but that he may need
to undergo another procedureinlsradl. “ There
are very limited things you can do,” he said.

“Butif thiskid hasany chance, itishere.“As
far aswe are concerned, we are not involved
in palitics. He is from a country that doesn’t
really like our existence here, but | think part
of our job is to prove to countries like Iran
that we are here to help the regular people.”

Zanjan stuc

ents arrested

for protecting woman

IranTimes:. The Zanjan University students
who exposed a university officia for propo-
sitioning a female student have now been
jailed and face prosecution for what they did.
The Iranian Students News Agency reported
that Provincial Prosecutor Jafar Gol
Mohammadi had announced the studentswho
exposed theuniversity officia’simproprieties
had “political intentions” and were now in
custody and facing charges. Thereport did not
say how many studentshad beenjailed. There
was no explanation for why the prosecutor
waited four full monthsto makethe arrests.
But he may have been concerned about a
campus uproar. The Juneincident prompted
thousands of students to stage a sit-in that
led to the university being closed for a
while. Gol-Mohammdi initially spoke of the
students who exposed the sex as bigger
criminal sthan the propositioning dean. But
that did not go over well. In July, he back-
tracked a bit and said, “We recognize the
sit-in students as responsible forces.” Gol-
Mohammadi first arrested the female stu-
dent who was propositioned in June say-
ing, “Publicizingasinisworsethanthesin
itself.” Two weeks later, after much criti-
cism, heannounced he had arrested the col-
lege official who propositioned thewoman.
But in August, Gol-Mohammadi said the
man and the female student were linked by
a sigheh or temporary marriage contract,
which can commit a couple to a marriage
ranging from afew hoursto 99 years. The
angry students at the university, however,
said the unnamed university official sum-
moned the female student to his office in
June and then offered to erase a disciplin-
ary problem shefaced in exchange for sex.
Students at the university said they were
suspicious about the university official and

had wired the woman with a radio trans-
mitter before she entered his office. When
she was propositioned, the students broke
into the office and took the official captive.
They videotaped their action and posted the
video on YouTube. The prosecutor’s re-
marks about the sigheh marriage would ap-
pear to eliminate all charges against the col-
lege official, who has never been named,
without necessarily eliminating the charges
against the woman for “publicizing asin.”
But Gol-Mohammadi has not made clear
whether the woman still faces charges. The
Zanjan prosecutor said in June that the stu-
dentshad violated the law by acting on their
own to seizethe campusofficia rather than
summoning the police first. Science Min-
ister Mohammad- Mehdi Zahedi, whosejob
includes overseeing higher education, was
also quoted as saying the taping of the
woman'’s conversation with the university
official was“illegal.”

AIr France ends Paris-Tehran fllghts

IranTimes:Air Franceishalting all of itsdaily
flights be tween Paris and Tehran at the end
of October; the airline cited the economic
dowdown as the reason and said it hopes to
resume flights when the economy improves.
Theairline currently has eight flights weekly
to Tehran—two on Sunday and one on each
of the other six days. Air France and KLM
are now owned by the same company. Air
France said that KLM will now increase its
weekly flights between Amsterdam and
Tehran from four to five to compensate for
thelossof the Paris-Tehran route. Iran Air will

continue to fly the Paris-Tehran route twice a
week, with round-trips on Tuesdaysand Fridays.

Another dual national is jailed

IranTimes:by Grace Nasri

A U.S. born Iranian- American student and
women's rights activist has been jailed at
Tehran's Evin Prison, 13 months after there-
gimefreed four other dual nationals. It wasn't
known if this was to be the start of yet an-
other assault on dual nationals visiting Iran.
EshaMomeni, 28, agraduate student at Cali-
forniaState University at Northridge (CSUN),
was arrested October 15. The arresting offic-
ers claimed to be traffic police who said they
were stopping her for atraffic violation. But
they took her to Evin prison. The Los Ange-
les native is reportedly being held without
chargein Evin's Section 209, which isrun by
the Ministry of Intelligence. According to
Amnesty International, Momeni is at risk of
torture or other ill treatment. But if the expe-
rience of past detained dual citizens is any
guide, Momeni is probably being treated rea-
sonably well physically while being held in-
communicado in solitary confinement and
subject to interrogations about her political
affiliations. In addition to being a student,
Momeni is also a member of the Campaign
for Equality, an organization aimed at ending
gender discrimination within Iranian law. It
is also known as the One Million Signatures
Campaign for itsdrive to amass signatureson
a petiiton for women’s rights. Momeni had
recently traveled to Iran and had been there
for two months before she was arrested. She
was in Iran to visit family and conduct re-
search for her master’s thesis on the Iranian
women’s movement, for which she had con-
ducted video interviews with members of the
Campaign for Equality in Tehran. According
to Amnesty International, Momeni was ar-
rested while driving in Tehran by police who
identified themsel ves astraffic policeand who
reportedly told her she was being arresting
because of atraffic violation. But the officias

subsequently escorted her to her family’s
home—which they searched—confiscating
her computer and thefootage of theinterviews
she had conducted. Shewasthentakento Evin
Prison. According to an Amnesty | nternational
report, Momeni’sfamily has not been allowed
to visit her and was told by the arresting au-
thoritiesthat if they did not publicize news of
her arrest, she would be released quickly. On
October 20—five days after her arrest—rela-
tives visited the Revolutionary Court in
Tehran. Officialstold them Momeni was still
being investigated and no details would be
released until theinvestigation was completed.
Following this, her family went public. The
United States has asked Switzerland, which
represents U.S. interests in Tehran, to inves-
tigate. “My understanding isthat she’'sadual
national,” State Department spokesman Rob-
ert Wood told reporters in Washington, add-
ing that he had no way of immediately con-
firming that. “We're working through the
Swissand any other appropriate channel sthat
we feel are necessary to try to ascertain all of
the information that we need to have.”
Momeni’sattorney, MohammadAli Dadkhah,
said noformal charges had yet been made but
officials at the Revolutionary Court privately
told her parentsthat her detention wasrelated
to her involvement in the “ Change for Equal-
ity” campaign. The four Iranian-American
dual nationals arrested last May and detained
through September were all accused of try-
ing to promote a “velvet revolution” in Iran.
None was ever formally charged with any-
thing. Iran’s Foreign Ministry said it has still
not been informed of her situation by the Ju-
diciary. Momeni was born in Los Angeles
while her father was a civil engineering stu-
dent at Cal State LosAngeles. Her family
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